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Brant Heritage Committee Minutes 

 
Date:  
Time:  
Location:  

June 5, 2025 
4:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers 
7 Broadway Street West 
Paris, ON 

 
Present: Councillors MacAlpine, and Howes, Members Brown, Dirycz, Telfer 

Faux, and Workman Rose 
  
Regrets: Mayor Bailey 
  
Staff: Gable, Kortleve, Pluck, Beddard 

 
Alternative formats and communication supports are available upon request. For more 
information, please contact the County of Brant Accessibility and Inclusion Coordinator 
at 519-442-7268 or by email accessibility@brant.ca 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Member Telfer Faux in the Chair. 

1. Attendance 

Attendance was taken. 

2. Approval of Agenda  

Councillor Howes advised that he had two additions under other business. 

Councillor MacAlpine noted that he had two additions under other business. 

Moved by Councillor Howes 
Seconded by Member Brown 

That the Brant Heritage Committee agenda and addendum of June 5, 2025 be 
approved, as amended. 

Carried 
 

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interests 

None. 

4. Delegations / Petitions / Presentations 

None. 
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5. Adoption of Minutes from Previous Meetings 

5.1 Brant Heritage Committee minutes of May 1, 2025 

Moved by Member Workman Rose 
Seconded by Member Brown 

That the Brant Heritage Committee minutes of May 1, 2025, be approved. 

Carried 
 

6. Business Arising from the Minutes 

None. 

7. Staff Reports 

7.1 RPT-0237-25 Brant Bowstring Bridge 

Jazmin Beddard, Arts, Culture & Heritage Officer, appeared before the Committee 
and introduced RPT-0237-25 Brant Bowstring Bridge. 

Moved by Councillor Howes 
Seconded by Councillor MacAlpine 

That the Brant Heritage Committee receives Report RPT-0237-25 for information; 

And, hereby endorses and submits this report to Council to satisfy the applicable 
condition(s) of the decision for permit application RPT-0237-25.H2 received by the 
County of Brant Operations Department, and inclusive of the proposed bridge 
rehabilitation; 

And that Council consent to Application RPT-0237-25. H2. 

Carried 
 

7.2 Doors Open Metrics 

J. Beddard appeared before the Committee and presented metrics on Doors Open 
Along the Grand 2025. She noted that the event featured 15 unique heritage 
buildings and sites across the three participating communities, and that the event 
saw 3,552 attendees from across Southern Ontario. 

Moved by Member Brown 
Seconded by Member Workman Rose 

That the Doors Open Metrics be received as information. 

Carried 
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7.3 Updated Ontario Heritage Toolkit 

Brandon Kortleve, Manager of Policy Planning provided an overview of the updated 
Ontario Heritage Toolkit, noting the revisions were driven by changes to the Ontario 
Heritage Act and related planning policies. He further spoke to the introduction of the 
Provincial Planning Statement, 2024, and its change on heritage policy in 
comparison to the previous Provincial Planning Statement, 2020. 

In response to questions, B. Kortleve spoke to the impact that the legislative changes 
has on the timing and triggers of designations, noting that the designation process 
remains the same. 

Moved by Councillor Howes 
Seconded by Member Brown 

That the Ontario Heritage Toolkit Update be received as information. 

Carried 
 

7.4 Bawcutt Centre - Verbal Update (Regarding Council Approved Report RPT-0205-25) 

B. Kortleve provided a verbal update to the Committee with regards to the Bawcutt 
Centre. 

8. Committee Workplan 

None. 

9. Communications 

9.1 Ontario Heritage Trust - May 2025 Update 

The Committee acknowledged the communication from the Ontario Heritage Trust. 

10. Other Business 

10.1 Invitation to Paris Plains Church Cemetery - July 3, 2025 Brant Heritage Committee 
Meeting 

Discussion was held with regards to attending the Paris Plains Church Cemetery for 
the July 3, 2025, Brant Heritage Committee meeting. The Committee noted that the 
July 3, 2025, Brant Heritage Committee meeting will be held in the County of Brant 
Council Chambers as scheduled, with members attending the Paris Plains Church 
Cemetery following the conclusion of the meeting. 

10.2 Paris Raceway 

Councillor Howes spoke about the Paris Raceway, the brick archway uncovered 
during the construction taking place on Grand River Street North. 

The Committee held discussion with regards to the Paris Raceway. 

Zach Gable, Director of Economic Development & Tourism advised that bricks were 
salvaged from the arch, and that he will follow up with the project team for additional 
details. 
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10.3 Former Paris Post Office Fountain 

Councillor Howes shared details on the fountain erected in 1912 which stood outside 
of the post office located on Grand River Street North. 

The Committee held discussion with regards to storytelling opportunities surrounding 
the history of the fountain. 

10.4 Upcoming Events 

Councillor MacAlpine spoke to upcoming events, noting the Brant Museums and 
Galleries Association in-person meeting September 4th. Councillor MacAlpine further 
advised that the Avenue of Music event will be taking place on June 12th at 7:00 
p.m., at the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead, and that the St. George Business 
Association Car Show will take place on June 22nd in Downtown St. George. 

Member Workman Rose advised that the Middleport Heritage Society is hosting a 
Grand River Heritage Cruise, taking place on June 10, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 

11. Next Meeting and Adjournment 

Committee adjourned at 5:05 pm to meet again on Thursday, July 3, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. 
at the County of Brant Council Chambers. 

 
 

_________________________ 

Secretary 
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Planning and Development Committee Report 

To: To the Chair and Members of the Planning and Development Committee 

From: Brandon Kortleve, Planner – Policy Planning 

Date: September 6, 2022 

Report #: RPT-0281-22 

Subject: ZBA32-22-BK (428-452 West River Road, Temporary Rezoning) 

Purpose: For Approval 

Recommendation 

THAT application ZBA32-22-BK from Urban Solutions Planning & Land Development 
Consultants Inc. on behalf of Steve Charest, owner of Concession 5, Parts of Sub Lot 2 and 
Sub Lot 3, West of the Grand River, in the geographic township of South Dumfries, located at 
428 and 452 West River Road, to temporarily amend the zoning of a portion of the lands from 
Agriculture (A) to Special Exception Temporary Zone (T-100) to permit two (2) dwelling units 
for a period of three (3) years, be approved;  

And that the reasons for approval are as follows: 

 The proposed zoning change is consisted with Sections 34 and 39 of the Planning Act,

 The proposed zoning change is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement (2020)
and conforms to the policies of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
(2020), and

 The proposed zoning change is in conformity with the policies of the County of Brant
Official Plan (2012) and meets the general intent of County of Brant Zoning By-Law
61-16, as amended.

Executive Summary 

The owner of the subject lands located at 428-452 West River Road has been in the process 
of constructing a new single-detached dwelling on the property and had entered into an 
agreement with the County of Brant to remove the existing dwelling within 90 days of 
occupancy of the new dwelling. This process has been the standard for replacement 
dwellings in the County of Brant for many years.  

The existing dwelling is an old farmhouse dating back to the late 1800s and worthy of 
evaluation for the possibility to conserve this Euro-Canadian built cultural heritage resource. 
The approval of a temporary three (3) year rezoning of the property is recommended to 
provide additional time for the evaluation of the farmhouse while allowing occupancy of the 
newly constructed dwelling and finding a permanent solution to conserve the historic home. It 
will also provide staff with an opportunity to improve the policy framework related to balancing 
the objectives and policies of the Official Plan as they’re related to agricultural protection, 
heritage conservation, and providing adequate housing in the County of Brant. 

This report is attached to the Brant Heritage Committee 
Agenda of July 3, 2025 for Contextual Purposes
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Strategic Plan Priority 

Strategic Priority 1 - Sustainable and Managed Growth 

Impacts and Mitigation 

Social Impacts 

Built cultural heritage assets, whether privately or publicly owned, make contributions to the 
County of Brant’s livability and overall identity. The upkeep and conservation of these assets 
provides a positive social impact to the small-town character, charm, and history of the 
County. 

Environmental Impacts 

The deterioration and demolition of old structures can cause negative environmental impacts 
that can be avoided with necessary upkeep. Avoiding the demolition of a structure diverts 
waste from local landfills, conserving energy and resources. 

Economic Impacts 

Studies have shown that heritage conservation projects increase property values, which 
includes the assessment value of a property. A higher assessment value is beneficial to the 
County of Brant as it provides additional tax revenue.   

Report 

Background 

The owner of the subject lands located at 428-452 West River Road has been in the process 
of constructing a new single-detached dwelling on the property, receiving a building permit for 
the dwelling in September 2020. The property owner indicated that the old farmhouse no 
longer suited the housing needs of the family, and the best option was to construct a new 
dwelling. The Agricultural (A) zone applicable to the property (shown on Appendix 1) permits 
only one principal dwelling on the property, and this required the property owner to enter into 
an agreement with the County of Brant whereby the owner is required to remove the existing 
dwelling within 90 days of occupancy of the new dwelling. This process has been the 
standard for replacement dwellings in the County of Brant for many years and allows the 
property owner to reside in the existing dwelling while the new dwelling is built.  

The existing dwelling on the property is an old farmhouse dwelling constructed in the 1860s, 
built with squared fieldstone blocks in a Georgian style. The former residence of Scottish 
settler, John Rose (1800-1879), the construction of the dwelling and farm structures points to 
the financial success of the Rose family farm along the Grand River. The home is on the 
County’s heritage inventory but is not afforded protection under the Ontario Heritage Act at 
this time. A preliminary cultural heritage evaluation has been completed and outlines several 
criteria related to design, history, and contextual value, indicating heritage significance of the 
property. As part of this preliminary evaluation, a site visit to the property was also completed 
by the Heritage Committee, who have indicated their support for working with the property 
owner to protect the farmhouse. With this preliminary analysis having been completed, it is 
now evident that the removal of the farmhouse dwelling is not the preferred outcome for the 
property and that its conservation should be considered. 

The County of Brant Official Plan (CBOP) includes policies noting that “generally, one 
residential dwelling unit shall be permitted per lot in the agricultural designation” (s. 3.3.1, 
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CBOP). Agricultural uses are the priority in the agricultural designation, which applies to the 
property (shown on Appendix 2). While residential uses are necessary to support agricultural 
uses, conflict between these uses can happen and new residential uses have to be careful 
not to hinder the agricultural opportunities of surrounding properties.  

Providing adequate housing in rural areas is an important objective in the County. This 
objective was most recently support by changes to the Official Plan and Zoning By-Law in 
2020 to provide flexible as-of-right permissions for property owners to construct additional 
residential units (ARUs). These types of dwelling units are meant to be ancillary to a principal 
dwelling unit, benefitting from the existing services and developed area of a property to 
provide additional housing, and land use compatibility in agricultural areas is a key objective 
with these new policies. In this situation, consideration must be given to how the ARU policies 
might apply, if at all, to the subject lands and the conservation of the historic home.  

With respect to conservation of cultural heritage resources, the County’s Official Plan 
provides several policies and directions for the conservation of features that “are important to 
the County’s history and community and identity” (s. 2.7.6 CBOP). Determining the 
significance of a cultural heritage resource is the first step in the conservation process and 
affording flexibility to owners of these resources is beneficial to both the County of Brant and 
the community for their long-term protection and up-keep. 

For property owners with historic structures on their property who may wish to construct a 
new or additional dwelling, there is a gap in policy considerations to provide direction in this 
instance. Consideration for preserving heritage homes with respect to the construction of an 
additional dwelling is not directly addressed in County policies, but many objectives point to 
the flexibility for this consideration. With an approval for a temporary period of three years, 
this application will provide additional time for staff to work with the property owner to explore 
these objectives and how best to address the protection of the farmhouse. This time will also 
provide staff the opportunity to improve the County’s policy structure and objectives related to 
the preservation of rural heritage resources. 

Policy Framework and Analysis 

The Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13 

Section 39 of The Planning Act provides policy direction on the use of a zoning by-law 
passed under s. 34 of the Act for the purposes of authorizing the temporary use of land, 
buildings, or structure for any specific purpose. The temporary use can be permitted for a 
maximum period of 3 years, with extensions possible after that time. 

It is my professional opinion that this application for a temporary zoning By-Law 
amendment to permit two (2) dwellings on this property is an appropriate mechanism 
to protect the heritage home while considering opportunities for permanent 
conservation. 

Provincial Policy Statement (2020) 

The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) is a policy statement issued under the Planning Act 
that provides high-level policy direction on matters of provincial interest regarding land use 
planning and development. It sets the policy foundation for regulating land use and 
development of land in the Province of Ontario. All decisions affecting planning matters shall 
be consistent with policy statements issued under the Planning Act. 

Section 1.4 of the PPS directs municipalities to provide an appropriate range and mix of 
housing options. Section 2.6 directs municipalities to conserve built cultural heritage 
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landscapes. Conservation is defined to include the identification, protection, management, 
and use of built heritage resources, including the use of ‘alternative development approaches’ 
as implemented by the recommendations of a cultural heritage assessment.  

This application proposes to conserve this housing unit and is an example of a range 
and mix of housing options in the rural areas of the County. It has also been identified 
for conservation purposes, and the temporary zoning will provide the opportunity for 
protection, management, and use of the resource. The County will work with the 
applicant to determine an appropriate ‘alternative development approach’ to the 
conserve the farmhouse structure. After a review of the applicable policies, it is my 
opinion that the application is consistent with the policies of the Provincial Policy 
Statement.  

The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020) 

The Growth Plan is a framework that provides policy direction to implement strong and 
prosperous communities and manage their growth in the Greater Golden Horseshoe area of 
southern Ontario. It supports a vision that provides strong economic benefits and an 
approach that protects the environment, connects places, and provides the everyday needs 
of its residents by putting people first. The Planning Act requires that all decisions affecting 
planning matters shall conform with provincial plans, including the Growth Plan applicable to 
the County of Brant and the rest of the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 

Section 2.2.6 of the Growth Plan provides policies on supporting housing choices in the 
context of complete communities; providing housing to meet the needs of all residents. 
Section 4.2.6 of the Growth Plan provides direction on the protection of prime agricultural 
areas for long-term use for agriculture. Section 4.2.7 speaks to the conservation of heritage 
resources to foster a sense of place and benefit communities.  

As the County of Brant continues to grow, and with housing affordability and supply 
issues, the removal of dwelling units will be a policy consideration that requires 
further consideration. Housing in the agricultural system, as with the subject lands, is 
required to avoid conflict with agricultural uses. This application supports the 
continued use of the dwelling unit and its conservation for cultural heritage purposes 
for a temporary period of time. It has considered how residential uses interface with 
the neighbouring agricultural uses through the building permit process of the new 
dwelling. After a review of the applicable policies, it is my professional opinion that the 
application conforms with the policies of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe.  

Source Water Protection (The Clean Water Act, 2006) 

The Clean Water Act provides the basis for source water protection plans. These plans contain 
a series of locally developed policies that, as they are implemented, protect existing and future 
sources of municipal drinking water. Municipalities, source protection authorities, local health 
boards, the province, and others, are all responsible for implementing source protection plan 
policies and evaluating development applications with the applicable policy framework. 

After a review of the Source Water Protection Area mapping, it is noted that the subject 
lands are not within a Source Water Protection zone. 
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Cultural Heritage Conservation (The Ontario Heritage Act, 1990) 

The Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) allows municipalities and the Provincial government to 
designate individual properties and districts as being of cultural heritage value or interest, 
affording them protective measures that require alterations to heritage elements and 
demolitions of structures to receive Council approval before they can commence.  

After a review of the applicable policies, it is my professional opinion that this 
application is in keeping with the overall intent of the Ontario Heritage Act for the 
protection and conservation of cultural heritage resources. This application provides 
additional time (up to 3 years) for the policies and tools of the OHA to be discussed 
with the property owner to consider the best approach to the conservation of the 
farmhouse (e.g. designation under Part IV, Heritage Easement Agreement etc.).  

The County of Brant Official Plan (2012) 

The County of Brant Official Plan (CBOP) provides policies on how land in the County of 
Brant should be used over both the short-term and long-term, including corresponding 
mapping to highlight how policies should be applied in various areas of the County. 

Section 2.4 of the plan includes policies to direct how the County provides housing options to 
accommodate existing and future residents. Section 3.3.1 of the CBOP provides policies that 
direct the use of land in the agricultural designation, prioritizing agriculture and normal farm 
practices. Section 2.7.6 speaks to the conservation of built heritage resources and includes 
policies that direct the conservation of significant built heritage resources and cultural 
heritage landscapes. 

In the agricultural designation, “generally, one residential dwelling unit shall be 
permitted per lot in the agricultural designation”. Observing the use of the word 
“generally”, opportunities for additional dwellings would be permitted but would 
require careful analysis to ensure the other policies in the agricultural designation are 
met. This would include consideration that farming and normal farm practices are to 
be the primary form and predominant use of the lands, and that residential uses must 
avoid conflicts through the implementation of Minimum Distance Separation 
requirements. Additionally, the existing farmhouse is an example of historic Euro-
Canadian farming operations in the County of Brant, established in the 1800s by 
immigrants to the area. A full evaluation of the structure is warranted so that it can be 
conserved as a heritage resource important to the County’s history and community 
identity.  

After an analysis of the applicable policies, it is my professional opinion that this 
application conforms with the County of Brant Official Plan.  

The Comprehensive Zoning By-Law of the County of Brant (2016) 

County of Brant Zoning By-Law 61-16, as amended, is a legal document that implements the 
policies and objectives of the Official Plan by regulating the use of land and applying 
performance standards that are required to be met on the property.  

As the Agriculture (A) zoning of the property permits only one principal dwelling, and 
neither the new dwelling nor the existing farmhouse would qualify as an Additional 
Residential Unit under the definitions and standards of the Zoning By-law at this time, 
this application is necessary and appropriate to permit the use of the two (2) dwelling 
units for a temporary period of three years while a permanent solution is found.  
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After an analysis of the applicable standards, it is my professional opinion that this 
application maintains the intent of the County of Brant Zoning By-law. 

Interdepartmental and Agency Considerations 

The following comments were received from County of Brant departments and commenting 
agencies as part of the circulation of this application: 

Fire 

 No issues with this application for a temporary re-zoning of this property to allow a 
second residential dwelling unit. 

GRCA 

 The GRCA has no objection to the proposed zoning to allow for the use of both 
residential buildings. 

 The site contains river, floodplain, wetland, slopes and areas regulated by GRCA. 
None of these are impacted by the proposal. 

Heritage 

 I had an opportunity to go through the house discussed with the heritage committee a 
couple of years ago. If it is possible to preserve the building for future use, I would 
welcome it. The building has been well maintained and in good shape when I viewed 
it. - Councillor John MacAlpine, Brant Heritage Committee Chair 

 I support the temporary rezoning. I would ask that the existing farm buildings including 
the stone farmhouse be maintained and not removed from the property due to their 
age and heritage significance. By preserving heritage homes, we help celebrate our 
community's past, contribute to a strong local identity, and maintain the historic 
character of the County. A historical evaluation of the buildings should be done to 
better understand the architectural style, features, and connection to historical events. 
– Kayla Cicman, Arts, Culture & Heritage Officer 

Environmental Planning 

 Environmental Planning staff have reviewed the proposed temporary rezoning. It is the 
understanding of staff that no new buildings or structures are proposed, and that the 
zoning amendment will be limited to the area of the existing farmhouse dwelling. 

 The subject lands contain an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest and Woodlands 
and Vegetation, which are designated on Schedule C of the Official Plan. The property 
also contains a wetland, and the Grand River and its associated floodplain and valley 
system, which are zoned and designated Natural Heritage. 

 The area of the proposed temporary rezoning is greater than 120 metres from natural 
heritage features and natural hazards. As such, Environmental Planning has no 
concerns. 

The following departments/agencies did not provide any comments as 
part of the circulation of this application: 

 Building 

 Development Engineering 

 Field Services 

 Finance 
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 Operations  

 Parks and Facilities 

 Grandbridge Energy Inc. 

 Union Gas 

 Bell Canada 

 Mississauga’s of the Credit First Nation 

 Six Nations of the Grand River 

Summary and Recommendations 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Planning and Development Committee and the 
public with information from this application to temporarily amend the County of Brant Zoning 
By-Law to permit two (2) dwelling units at 428-452 West River Road for a period of three 
years, to give staff and the applicant time to work towards the permanent conservation of the 
historic farmhouse on the property. It is anticipated that further discussions with the County of 
Brant Heritage Committee, the applicant and staff will result in a solution that meets the 
needs of the owner and the County of Brant. 

Based on the analysis of applicable policies and standards, I can confirm that the legislative 
requirements for this application have been met. It is my professional opinion that this 
rezoning is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement, conforms with the Growth Plan 
and the County of Brant Official Plan, and meets the applicable standards and intent of the 
County of Brant Zoning By-Law. 

Attachments 

Appendices: 
1. Zoning Map 
2. Official Plan Map 
3. Aerial Map 

 
Attachments 

1. Draft By-Law and Schedule ‘A’ Mapping 
2. Presentation Slides 

Reviewed By 

1. Mat Vaughan, BES, MPLAN, MCIP, RPP, CMM3, Director of Development Planning 
2. Pamela Duesling, MAES, MCIP, RPP, Ec.D., CMM3, General Manager of 

Development Services 

By-law and/or Agreement 

By-law Required  Yes 

Agreement(s) or other documents to be signed by Mayor and /or Clerk   No 
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Appendix 1 – Zoning Map 
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Appendix 2 – Official Plan Map 
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Appendix 3 – Aerial Map 
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BY-LAW NUMBER xxx-22 
 

- of - 

 
THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF BRANT 

 

To temporarily amend By-Law Number 61-16, the Zoning By-Law for the 
County of Brant, as amended (Charest, 428-452 West River Road) 

 
WHEREAS application ZBA32-22-BK has been received from Urban Solutions Planning & Land 
Development Consultants Inc. on behalf of Steve Charest, owner of Concession 5, Parts of Sub 
Lot 2 and Sub Lot 3, West of the Grand River, in the geographic township of South Dumfries, 
located at 428 and 452 West River Road, to temporarily amend the zoning of a portion of the lands 
from Agriculture (A) to Special Exception Temporary Zone (T-100) to permit two (2) dwelling units. 
 
AND WHEREAS Part V, Section 39 of the Planning Act permits a By-Law passed under Section 
34 to authorize the temporary use of land, buildings or structures for any purpose otherwise 
prohibited by the By-Law; 

AND WHEREAS the Corporation of the County of Brant, in conformity with the Official Plan for the 
County of Brant (2012), prohibits the use of land and the erection, location and use of buildings or 
structures as prescribed in By-Law 61-16, as amended; 

AND WHEREAS the Planning and Development Committee of the Corporation of the County of 
Brant has recommended approval of this By-Law; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the County of Brant deems it to be desirable for 
the future development and use of the lands described above; 
 
NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF BRANT 
HEREBY ENACTS as follows: 

  
1. THAT Schedule ‘A’ of By-Law Number 61-16, be hereby amended by changing the zoning 

on a portion of the lands known as 428 and 452 West River Road from Agriculture (A) to 
Special Exception Temporary Zone (T-100)  
 

2. AND THAT Section 15.2 Temporary “T” Zones be hereby amended to include reference 
to Special Exception Temporary Zone (T-100), subject to the following requirements: 

 
 As shown on Schedule ‘A’ of this By-Law, the portion of the property at 428-452 West River Road 

zoned T-100 shall be permitted a Dwelling, Single Detached, being the historic farmhouse 
constructed in the late 1800s. This Dwelling shall be permitted in addition to the newly constructed 
Dwelling, Single Detached located in the Agricultural (A) zone on the same property, for a total of 
two (2) permitted dwelling units. The permissions and performance standards of the Agricultural 
(A) zone, as well as all other relevant permissions of the By-Law, shall also continue to apply 
within the T-100 zone.  

  
3. THAT this By-Law amendment will expire on September 27th, 2025, unless repealed or 

otherwise extended by the Council of the Corporation of the County of Brant, and  
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4. THAT this By-Law shall come into force on the day that it is passed by the Council 
of the County of Brant  
 

READ a first and second time, this 27th day of September 2022. 
 

READ a third time and finally passed in Council, this 27th day of September 2022. 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF BRANT 
 
 

David Bailey, Mayor 
 
 

Alysha Dyjach, Clerk 
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Planning and Development Committee
September 6, 2022

ZBA32-22-BK (B. Kortleve)
428-452 West River Road

Steve Charest
Urban Solutions Planning & Land Development Consultants Inc.

1
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• The subject lands are located at 
428-452 West River Road

• The area proposed to be temporarily 
rezoned is in the north-west portion 
of the subject lands

2

Property Location

SUBJECT 
LANDS

Proposed 
Rezoning from 

A to T-100
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Existing Conditions
• Existing farmhouse constructed around 

1870s
• New dwelling began construction in 

September 2020 and is nearing completion
• The property has many heritage attributes 

including farmhouse and outbuildings

3

2.

3.

1. 2.

1.

3
.
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• Zoned Agriculture (A) and Natural 
Heritage (NH)

4

Zoning By-Law (2016)Official Plan (2012)

• Designated Agriculture and Natural 
Heritage in the Official Plan

This temporary rezoning application proposed to allow the property to have two (2) dwelling units while 
staff work with the applicant on permanent permissions and conservation of the historic farmhousePage 24 of 34



Questions?

5

Application No.: ZBA32-22-BK

Report No.: RPT-0281-22

Application
Type: Temporary Rezoning 

Subject Lands: 428-452 West River Rd.

Agent / Applicant:
Urban Solutions Planning 

& Land Development 
Consultants Inc.

Owner: Steve Charest

Recommendation:

That Temporary Zoning By-Law 
Amendment Application ZBA32-22-BK 
BE APPROVED
for a period of three (3) years
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From: Eva Chapin
To: Alyssa Seitz
Cc: clerks; Brandon Kortleve; Mat Vaughan; Jennifer Boyer
Subject: Re: Sept 6th Public Meeting re ZBA32-22-BK
Date: Monday, August 29, 2022 12:32:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Alyssa
Yes, I do want the content of my second email along with my first to become my submission
to the Agenda for this application.
Thank you.
Eva Chapin

On Mon, Aug 29, 2022 at 12:23 PM Alyssa Seitz <alyssa.seitz@brant.ca> wrote:

Eva,

Thank you for your questions, I have forwarded your email onto my appropriate colleagues
to review.

 

Kindly note that Brandon is on vacation this week and may not be able to address these
questions until the meeting.   Please advise if you would like the below email to form as a
submission to the Agenda for this application?

 

Many thanks

Alyssa

 

 

Alyssa Seitz

Planning Administrative Assistant/ Secretary Treasurer to the Committee of
Adjustment

Development Services Department

County of Brant

66 Grand River Street North, Paris, On  N3L 2M2

________________________________________________
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T 519.449.3300 x 3014  I  F 519.442.3461  I  www.brant.ca

 

The County of Brant is here for you.

Stay connected. Follow us on social media @BrantCommunity, subscribe to our
news brant.ca/Subscribe and visit our COVID-19 website for the latest
updates brant.ca/COVID-19

 

From: Eva Chapin  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 11:57 AM
To: Alyssa Seitz <alyssa.seitz@brant.ca>
Cc: clerks <clerks@brant.ca>; Brandon Kortleve <brandon.kortleve@brant.ca>
Subject: Re: Sept 6th Public Meeting re ZBA32-22-BK

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Alyssa, 

Thank you for your quick reply to my email.

I appreciate the amount of detail given to me in the Notice from the County of Brant

Development Services. Have I correctly summarized the purpose of the rezoning

request made in Application ZBA32-22-BK?

1.     The property 428-452 West River Rd is currently zoned rural residential,

RR permitting one dwelling.

2.     In September 2020 the owner received a building permit for a second
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dwelling on the condition that the first dwelling is removed when the owner

moved into the new dwelling.

3.     Application ZBA32-22-BK is a request for permission to not remove the

first dwelling and temporarily allow two dwellings while a separate

application is made for the first dwelling to be designated a heritage building

under Ontario Heritage Act Part IV. If successful, then two dwellings would

be permitted on this one property.

Two additional questions:

a)    If two dwellings are permitted on one rural property, is this a unique

event, or does it become a precedent for other rural properties?

b)    Currently the County of Brant is working with the applicant “to consider

opportunities for conservation of the farmhouse”. Is this collaboration part of

a larger planning development already underway for the Grand River

shoreline?

Alyssa, please forward my concerns to the appropriate members of the Brant County

Development team.

With thanks

Eva Chapin

 

 

 

 

On Mon, Aug 29, 2022 at 8:58 AM Alyssa Seitz <alyssa.seitz@brant.ca> wrote:
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Good morning,

 

Thank-you kindly for your email. I can advise that this email will form part of the Agenda
for the September 6 PDC meeting. The Agenda will be circulated this Friday and we will
ensure to email you a copy of the Agenda once finalized.

 

You may attend the meeting either in person at council chambers or via zoom.  Clerks will
confirm that they have you registered as a delegation. I will also forward your email onto
Brandon Kortleve, the Planner assigned to this application as he may be able to assist with
any questions.

 

Have a lovely day
Alyssa

 

Alyssa Seitz

Planning Administrative Assistant/ Secretary Treasurer to the Committee of
Adjustment

Development Services Department

County of Brant

66 Grand River Street North, Paris, On  N3L 2M2

________________________________________________
T 519.449.3300 x 3014  I  F 519.442.3461  I  www.brant.ca

 

The County of Brant is here for you.

Stay connected. Follow us on social media @BrantCommunity, subscribe to our
news brant.ca/Subscribe and visit our COVID-19 website for the latest
updates brant.ca/COVID-19
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http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/publications/Heritage Tool Kit DHP Eng.pdf

Having reviewed the County’s Notice about ZBA32-222-BK and re-read the

Ontario Heritage Tool Kit, I have questions regarding a possible misdirection,

unintended as it may be, with the phrase “Euro-Canadian built cultural heritage

resource.” This description offers no unique connection to Ontario.

I understand that since the issuance of the 2020 building permit for a second

house, the Morton farmhouse was renovated with the intention that another

family lives there. As a Brant County resident, how does a farmhouse now

updated to 21st C standards bring benefit to the community? I realize more

information about the developers’ request to rezone the property in question will

be provided in the public meeting.
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From: Eva Chapin
To: clerks
Cc: Planning
Subject: Sept 6th Public Meeting re ZBA32-22-BK
Date: Saturday, August 27, 2022 11:00:33 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

27 August 2022

To: County Clerk and to County Planner of the County of Brant

       clerks@brant.ca and planning@Brant.ca 

Re: Proposal by Urban Solutions Planning & Land Development

        for permission to change the conditions of a building permit issued in 2020 

From: Eva T. Chapin, 481 West River Rd County of Brant

              

As a property owner in Brant County, I want to keep up to date with the development

services provided to county residents. I wish to attend the Public Meeting at 4 pm, 

Sept 6th at 7 Broadway St West in Paris, regarding  ZBA32-22-BK.

Being familiar with the interior and exterior of the stone farmhouse (previously

owned by Jim and Vera Morton), it was known to me as the Morton farmhouse and

charming because it was the Mortons’ home. Brant County countryside has many

variations of the “Ontario stone farmhouse,” including one such as mine.

The Province of Ontario Ministry of Culture has a detailed Heritage Tool Kit to help

municipal staff and property owners understand the heritage conservation process.

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/publications/Heritage_Tool_Kit_DHP_Eng.pdf

Having reviewed the County’s Notice about ZBA32-222-BK and re-read the Ontario

Heritage Tool Kit, I have questions regarding a possible misdirection, unintended as it

may be, with the phrase “Euro-Canadian built cultural heritage resource.” This

description offers no unique connection to Ontario.
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I understand that since the issuance of the 2020 building permit for a second house,

the Morton farmhouse was renovated with the intention that another family lives

there. As a Brant County resident, how does a farmhouse now updated to 21st C

standards bring benefit to the community? I realize more information about the

developers’ request to rezone the property in question will be provided in the public

meeting.
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